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that most of the heads of the diplomatic missions have received infor-
mation similar to that which has reached this Embassy. This may
be classified under three headings:

(1)  Activity within the German Army.   The number of reservists
called up is estimated, by our Military Attache,  very  roughly at
600,000 and shows a tendency to increase.   Manoeuvres are in progress
in the fortified zone of the West,

(2)  Military   measures   in    Italy    and   Bulgaria.      Large-scale
manoeuvres  involving  considerable  bodies  of  troops   are  planned
in Italy for the month of August.   The Bulgarian Army is expected
to mobilize two classes at the same time.

(3)  Various indications:   advice given by high German officials
to foreign families not to remain in Germany during August; the
general time-limit set for the validity of the passports of the male
population; information to the effect that the Reichswehr has been
instructed to hold itself in readiness for August 15.

It is a noteworthy fact that, whereas a rather marked anxiety is
beginning to arise among the middle classes, Germans in influential
circles seem rather optimistic and are obviously trying to reassure
foreigners whom they meet.

One sentence struck me particularly in a statement made to one
of my colleagues by one of the best-informed personages in the party.
"In the event of Danzig proclaiming its return to the Reich/' he said,
"war would break out only if we were compelled to defend ourselves
against aggression." This passage reminded me of certain words
spoken by the State Secretary in the course of my last interview with
him. After telling me that in his opinion no tension was to be foreseen
in the near future, he added: "We have no intention of attacking
Poland." When I pointed out to him that in this case no conflict was
to be feared, since Poland was not going to attack Germany, he replied
that serious incidents might occur, and quoted, as an example, the
possible murder of a German consul. In the farewell audience which
he granted to the Argentine Ambassador on June 26, Herr Hitler also
told him more or less plainly that he had no intention of attacking
Poland,

Even if one admits that these various pointers express the real
intentions of the German Government, one may ask how far they
are reassuring. They may suggest that the Reich is prepared to
temporize, but they may also be a preparation of the ground for an
annexation of Danzig conducted from within the city.

One may suppose that, among the various plans considered by
the Nazi leaders for imposing their own solution of the problem of
the Free City, the idea of stirring up a "spontaneous" movement and
inducing the Danzig population itself to proclaim its return to the
Reich, is particularly engaging their attention.

In this event the plan of action would probably be as follows:
At a moment chosen by the Fiihrer, the National-Socialists of Danzig
would proclaim the return of the city to the Reich.   With their own
resources, and without calling upon German troops, they would cut
off the little Polish garrison of the Westerplatte, together with the